
Inspection of Grove Hall Nursery Ltd
Grove Hall Nursery, 59 Balham Grove, LONDON SW12 8BD

Inspection date: 22 May 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Leaders, managers and staff have made good progress since the last inspection. 
They have successfully met all actions raised. As a result, staff ratios and 
deployment has improved. Children are settled and engaged in a range of activities 
that promote all areas of learning. The key-person system is now embedded in 
staff's practice. This ensures staff work closer with their key group of children, 
supporting their care needs and monitoring their progress well. They understand 
what children already know and what they want them to learn next. This especially 
supports children who are preparing to move on to their next stage of learning, 
including school.

Children have good relationships with staff and each other. They show strong 
bonds with staff as they enjoy lots of hugs and cuddles which helps them to feel 
safe and secure. Children respond well to the daily routines and help tidy away 
toys. Staff help children to understand their feelings and develop good social skills, 
such as taking turns during play.

Younger children develop their understanding of the world as they enjoy exploring 
in the soil to find toy minibeasts. They develop their early mathematical skills as 
they identify which ones are the same and also match them to the minibeasts 
displayed on the wall. Staff encourage children to count how many they have 
found. They look at them closely and talk about their different features, colours 
and how they move. This helps children to consolidate their learning effectively.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Older children develop good language skills as they re-enact the story of 'The 
Three Little Pigs' with staff. Their social skills are enhanced as they successfully 
negotiate who will be the wolf and where each house will be in the outside play 
area. They keenly join in the game, showing a good understanding of the story 
narrative which strengthens their literacy skills.

n Leaders and managers show a strong commitment to driving improvement. 
Since the last inspection they have employed additional staff and gained support 
from external professionals. Staff are embedding new systems of assessment 
and planning so that activities are targeted to meet children's individual learning 
needs and interests. This has a positive impact on the quality of learning and 
care for all children.

n Children's good health is promoted well through home-cooked meals and regular 
exercise. Older children enjoy relaxed and sociable mealtimes. They serve their 
own meals and talk about the foods they like to eat. However, mealtimes are 
less well organised in the baby room, including seating arrangements. As a 
result, some children are fed by staff and do not have opportunities to feed 
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themselves even though they are capable. This hinders development of their 
self-care and personal development.

n Parents say their children are always happy at the nursery and are making good 
progress, especially in their communication and language skills. Parents 
comment that staffing levels have improved and their children are now more 
settled. Parents say staff are approachable and know their children well.

n Leaders and managers implement good systems to support staff's professional 
development and assure their ongoing suitability. Staff attend regular supervision 
meetings, relevant training including induction for new staff. Consequently, staff 
understand and follow procedures that promote children's welfare effectively.

n Strong partnerships with parents enable a good flow of information sharing 
between parents and staff. This includes daily chats, progress reports, updates 
shared via an app and special events for parents to attend. Staff work closely 
with parents to promote consistency of care, including when children are toilet 
training, for example.

n Children actively learn about their community. For example, they regularly walk 
to the local library to choose books. They also enjoy visits from 'people who help 
us' and keenly listen as the nurse shows them a stethoscope and talks to them 
about their health. This positively enhances their understanding of the world.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review the organisation of mealtimes in the baby room and build on 
opportunities for children to develop their independence skills further and carry 
out tasks that they are capable of doing, such as feeding themselves.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY416962

Local authority Wandsworth

Inspection number 10326707

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 45

Number of children on roll 40

Name of registered person Grove Hall Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902397

Telephone number 02086 731943

Date of previous inspection 15 December 2023

Information about this early years setting

Grove Hall Nursery Ltd registered in 2010 and is based in Balham, in the London 
Borough of Wandsworth. It is open each weekday, from 7.30am until 6.30pm. The 
nursery receives funding for the provision of free early education for children aged 
two and three years. There are 16 members of staff, including a cook. 10 staff who 
work with children hold appropriate early years qualifications between level 2 and 
level 6.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jo Geoghegan

Inspection report: Grove Hall Nursery Ltd
22 May 2024 4



Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector and manager completed a learning walk to discuss the curriculum 
they offer and how the setting is organised.

n The inspector sampled a range of required documentation, including children's 
records and staff's suitability checks and qualifications.

n The manager and inspector completed a joint observation of staff during an 
activity and assessed the impact of teaching on children's learning.

n The inspector held discussions with staff, parents and children and took account 
of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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